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Mishnayot about the Reading of the Megillah
A Mishna Study for Purim

The Megillah is read on the eleventh, on the
twelfth, on the thirteenth, on the fourteenth,
on the fifteenth, no less and no more. In
cities surrounded by a wall from the time of
Joshua, one reads on the fifteenth. Villages
and large towns read on the fourteenth, but
the villages advance the reading to the Market
Day.
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1) What days of the week are Market Days? What are some reasons why villages would need to
move the reading to Market Days and not read on whatever day of the week the 14th of Adar

falls?

2) Can you name any “cities surrounded by a wall from the time of Joshuar”

How is this so? If the fourteenth day falls on
a Monday, villages and large towns read on
that day, and walled cities on the following
day. If it falls on a Tuesday or on a
Wednesday, villages advance the reading to
the Market Day, large towns read on that day,
and walled cities on the following day. If it
falls on a Thursday, villages and large towns
read on that day, and walled cities on the
following day.
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If it falls on a Friday, villages advance the
reading to the Market Day, and the large
towns and walled cities read on that day. If it
falls on Shabbat, villages and large towns
advance the reading to Market Day and walled
cities on the following day. If it falls after
Shabbat, villages advance the reading to
Market Day, large towns read on that day, and
walled cities on the following day.
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Complete the table below based on the '3 I3 for the reading of the megillab in different types
of communities based on the day of the week on which the 14th of Adar falls:

-N Villages

Large Towns Walled Cities

Monday

Tuesday/Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Shabbat

Motza’ei Shabbat
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speakers of foreign languages in a foreign
language. And if a speaker of a foreign
language heard Ashurit (Hebrew), s/he has

tulfilled the obligation.

1) What do you think the problem is with reciting the egillah by heart?

2) This mishna teaches that one cannot read the megillah in translation, but then later says that it
may be read to foreign languague speakers in that foreign language. Can you explain how this is
not a contradiction?
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1) What do you think about what this mishna says about the disabled?

2) Jewish tradition is NOT prejudiced against the disabled. So, why do you think that this law is
put into place?

3) According to this mishna, can women read the megillah? Based on what you know about
traditional Jewish law, are you surprised by this?




